
A weekly eNewsletter for the community - June 30, 2022

Meetings This Just In Events/Things to Do

Business Around Town At Home

City offices will be closed on Monday, July 4, 2022 in observance of
Independence Day.

Meetings
Agendas and minutes are available by clicking here

Planning Commission - Tuesday, July 5, 6:30 p.m. - Council Chambers - City Hall or via Zoom
using this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83097161209 Or Telephone: +1 646 558 8656 or +1
301 715 8592 Webinar ID: 830 9716 1209

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8309716120961209
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall
https://twitter.com/NorthvilleCity


(Note date) City Council meeting - Wednesday, July 6, 7 p.m. - Council Chambers - City Hall
or via Zoom using this link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81024423948 Or Telephone: +1 646
558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592 Webinar ID: 81024423948

Board of Zoning Appeals - Wednesday, July 6, 7 p.m. - Lower level meeting room - City Hall

Anyone needing assistance should contact the City Manager's office at 248-449-9905. More
information about online meetings and a user guide are available here.

This Just In 
GroundworkGroundwork
advances at PCadvances at PC
meeting on Downsmeeting on Downs
site plan site plan 
Planning Commissioners
delved into the topic of
architecture, landscaping
and aesthetics at the June
21 meeting as part of their
ongoing preliminary site
plan review of the Downs
Planned Unit Development (PUD) while providing feedback to the development team of Hunter
Pasteur Northville (HPN) following its June 7 presentation. That presentation showed several
new home styles based on traditional homes in the Historic District and revealed a gateway
entrance concept with a roundabout at the 7-Mile/S. Center intersection. The developer also
showed updated concepts for the rowhouses and townhomes at the June 21 meeting. 

Lot sizes and FAR requirements
The commissioners carefully reviewed multiple aspects of the topic as Hunter Pasteur Homes
CEO Randy Wertheimer requested specific feedback to further refine the PUD preliminary site
plan. City Planner Sally Elmiger, of Carlisle Wortman Associates, noted that half of the lot sizes
for single-family homes were smaller than the minimum dimensions required by the single-family
district in the city ordinance. Chair Donna Tinberg brought up Floor Area Ratio (FAR) standards –
a .36 ratio that compares the mass of the house in proportion to the lot size – and 
expressed concern about how the FAR standard would apply to the smaller lot sizes proposed
by the developer. In this case, the development would be built from the ground up, and not be
attempting to fit new homes into an existing neighborhood. 

Elmiger said the project is meeting the FAR requirement for the smaller lots. For an undersized
lot (smaller than the current minimum of 7,200 sf in R-1B), the ordinance permits a home up to
2,500 sf.  If this provision were not in the ordinance, and only the FAR calculation of 0.36 was
applied to the small lots in the project, the calculation would generate a home of about 2,360 sf
in size. Alex Martin, of Toll Brothers, said they need 1,800 to 1,900 sf on the first floor of the
home with the loft space for more bedrooms, and they could accomplish this within the 2,500 sf
maximum home size.

The commission discussed the proposed lot sizes, and the pros and cons of the smaller lot
sizes. Ultimately the commission decided to support the proposed single-family lots as shown on
the plans as it offers residents options that blend well in the context of the neighborhood and
general vicinity. 

Favorable feedback to townhome contemporary design
Relating to architecture, several commissioners suggested style changes to the townhomes.
Among their ideas were to add a textural element to the trim near the roofline and vary the
windows. They felt these changes would add some unique features to individual units in the
grouping and soften the starkness of contemporary units. The overall request was to make the

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81024423948
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81024423948
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/government/agendas_and_minutes


townhomes distinctively attractive and complementary to the new Downs neighborhood while
drawing inspiration from the city’s other neighborhoods. 

Commissioner Steven Kirk said, “My hat goes off to this developer. Thanks for hiring local
architects.” The house/housing unit architects are Robert Miller of M Architects, and Greg
Presley of Presley Architecture.

Porches and balconies are well received
Commissioners were pleased with the extensive use of porches – which the development team
said would be 6 ft deep by 8 to 10 ft wide on most units. Some would be smaller and corner units
on the attached single-family homes would have wrap-around porches. Commissioners were
keen on home owners using their porches to interact with pedestrians and neighbors. 

The townhomes will have stairs leading to the front door and an activated stoop, reminiscent of
those in Brooklyn. Those stoops, which serve a similar purpose as porches, will be surrounded
by 10 to 15 ft. of landscaping. The Cady St. townhomes with flexible first-floor space for business
do not have a front porch but do have two balconies on the back of the units. 

Architect Andy West, of Elkus/Manfredi Architects in Boston, appeared at the PC meeting in
person for the first time. He said of the apartments and luxury condo unit his firm designed, “The
balconies are great places to sit and look over the street.”

The developer said there are more than 100 units with rooftop access. Those buildings (the
apartments and luxury condos) will require a “doghouse” – a rectangular framed enclosure with a
door that covers the stairs/elevator leading to the roof. It provides roof access but typically can’t
be seen from the street. 

Commissioners asked if the architect could recess some of the balconies so they are not hanging
over the street in certain sections. The developer noted that could pose problems with water
leakage but would look into it. Commissioners like the addition of balconies and want to ensure
they are well-constructed and well-designed.

Width of alleys and private driveways under review
Commissioners also discussed the alley and private driveway widths in the portion of the
development south of Beal St., and established that they would like to have the smallest widths
that provide necessary emergency access, and work for the residents. The less asphalt, the
better was the consensus. 

Commissioner David  Hay lives on Wing Ct. and says the street is 16 feet wide … barely enough
room for two cars to pass when going in opposite directions. People have to put their garbage on
the sidewalk for pickup. He doesn’t want to see the two-way private driveways any smaller than
the width of his street. The site plan shows 12 ft., one-way alleys behind single-family attached
homes and 22 ft. private driveways behind the townhomes, which allow for two-way traffic. That
could change in a future rendition.

The developer plans to show an aerial rendering of the site plan at a future meeting so
commissioners can better envision how the housing units, commercial space, streets, alleys,
private driveways and green space all fit together. 

Gateway entrance needs a "wow" factor
There was also discussion about the proposed conceptual street gateway at 7-Mile and S.
Center, with a landscaped roundabout. At a previous meeting, the PC supported a roundabout at
this intersection, and asked the city to meet with Wayne County about the conceptual
design.  Wertheimer noted that the roundabout and gateway is a seven figure commitment
and  pointed out key features, such as planting 4 to 5” caliper trees that are 14 - 16 ft. tall. He
said the slide from the June 7 presentation shows the intent of quality of the proposed gateway
but isn’t the final concept. In addition to landscaping, the proposal shows a brick half-wall with
lighting and signage. 

Those elements – landscaping, signage, lighting and signage – are reviewed during the final site
plan. Due to the scope of this project, it was important to show these concepts earlier in the
process so commissioners could see how they relate to the site plan in terms of environment,
style and function.

Of the gateway, Commissioner Jeff Gaines said the foundation (building) forms the gateway and



the landscaping supports it. He said, “We want the architectural language to be, ‘Come on in and
be part of it.’” To make a bigger impression, he suggested not having attached single-family
homes right at the entry point to the Downs development. 

Commissioner William Salliotte wants to see townhomes on S. Center. While the commissioners
don’t want a canyon effect with tall buildings on both sides, he and others would like to see more
substance to those first set of units/homes close to the gateway. 

Tinberg noted former commissioner Marc Russell said there needs to be “A wow factor and a
sense of excitement when you first enter Northville” from Sheldon Road. She agrees with that
vision. The city’s wide vista comes into view once you crest Sheldon before reaching 7 Mile.

Many want to see an element of the racetrack that makes a statement in the
gateway. Commissioner AnnaMaryLee Vollick said the developer may be able to recycle
something “creative and quirky” from the Downs.   

In response to a commissioner’s question, the developer said the intersection at River St. and 7
Mile, just east of Sheldon/S. Main, will have a crosswalk to Hines Park but will be more
understated than the gateway entrance at S. Center St. 

Public comment will be heard at the PC’s July 5 meeting on the topic of architecture, landscaping
and aesthetics. Deliberations will start with a presentation by HPN for the river park, central park,
and other public spaces, including a potential home for the Farmers Market. View the city
website or City News (under the masthead) for location and login details. 

View the June 21 meeting video here. 

Photo of proposed townhomes from developer.

It’s fireworks season –It’s fireworks season –
enjoy responsiblyenjoy responsibly
When celebrating Independence Day,
keep in mind that fireworks can only be
set off from June 29 to July 4, until
11:45 p.m. It is unlawful to ignite
fireworks on public property, school
grounds, church property, or the
property of another person without that
organization's or person's express
permission.

Fines are $1,000 if a citation is issued for misuse of fireworks.

While many people enjoy the booming sounds and vibrant displays of fireworks set off by friends
and neighbors, others find it stressful and unpleasant. Those in the latter group may have PTSD
or dogs who cower and whine when fireworks are set off. Be a good neighbor and let others in
the immediate vicinity know if you intend to set off fireworks so they can plan accordingly.
State fire officials advise that if you plan to shoot your own fireworks, take every safety
precaution, especially with the more powerful consumer-grade devices such as firecrackers,
bottle rockets and Roman candles, to avoid tragedy. If used incorrectly, explosives can cause
irreparable injury and harm. See the safety list below.

In Michigan, consumer fireworks must meet Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
standards. Licensed facilities will only sell fireworks to people 18 years of age or older. Low
impact fireworks (ground-based items such as sparklers, toy snakes, snaps, and poppers) are
also legal for sale and use.

If you have questions or concerns about noise or unlawful use of fireworks, please contact the
Northville Dispatch Center at 248-349-1234. If you see an injury or a fire caused by fireworks,
please call 911. 

https://vimeo.com/724992787


The Fire Department offers the following tips to help reduce the risk of fires and personal injury
from fireworks:

• Be observant of any fireworks you use and know where they are going. Watch for the debris
and any fires that may result.

• An adult should be present when fireworks are used. No child should be allowed to set off a
firework.

• Sparklers burn very hot. Don’t let a young child hold a sparkler.

• Ignite fireworks away from any houses, garages or other structures that could catch fire if the
firework or its residual flame landed on it. 

•  Keep pets away from the area where fireworks are being launched.

• Don’t light any fireworks inside any container, glass bottle or metal cylinders.

• Don’t use fireworks near gasoline containers or around vehicles and equipment that contain
gas.  

• Don’t light multiple fireworks at once. 

• Don’t hold a firework in your hand while lighting it.

• Don’t look into a firework container to see why it didn’t go off. 

• Never try to re-light fireworks that don’t go off the first time. 

• Store fireworks in a cool, dry place away from any fuel containers or combustibles.

• Keep a bucket of water or a ready-to-use garden hose nearby. Douse fireworks if embers
remain.



Absent Voter Ballot MailingAbsent Voter Ballot Mailing
 
The Northville City Clerk’s Office mailed absentee ballots for the
Aug. 2 Primary to all voters who submitted an application to date. If
you still need to request an absentee ballot, please visit the City
Clerk website page here. Voters may also go to the Clerk’s Office at

https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=11895963&pageId=136506


215 W. Main, Northville, to apply for a ballot and will receive it the
same day. If you plan to go in person, please bring photo ID;
otherwise you will be asked to complete an affidavit stating you don’t
have a photo ID in order to receive your ballot.
 
To track your ballot, visit the Secretary of State website here, then
fill in the required fields. 

Photo by Element5 Digital from Pexels

Northvillians and friends,Northvillians and friends,

Happy Fourth of July weekend – we are now in full summer!  As we ready for the holiday
festivities, let’s look back at yesteryear celebrations in our town – historically referred to as our
Hamlet in the Hills and Switzerland of Wayne County. This week, we’ll look at patriotism as we
talk about our 4th of July parades and revelries of times past.

Independence Day – A federal holiday in the U.S. commemorating the signing of the Declaration
of Independence of the United States on July 4, 1776. The Continental Congress declared that
the 13 American colonies were no longer subject to the monarch of Britain, King George III, and
were now united, free, and independent states.

Read more to learn about Fourth of July activities through the years.

View the entire letter here or on the city website.

Brian Turnbull
Mayor, Northville

Visit the Farmers’ Market for freshVisit the Farmers’ Market for fresh
produce, unique itemsproduce, unique items
The Farmers' Market is held Thursdays, from 8
a.m. to 3 p.m., at 7 Mile and Sheldon.

Whether you come to the Northville Farmers’
Market to buy farm-grown produce, flowers for
your garden, items that add beauty to your home
and yard, or personal items such as specialty
soaps, purses or jewelry, you’ll find unique items
and fresh goods here. There's a food court
section tucked in the market’s southwest corner with picnic tables, food trucks, and food vendors
serving from tented tables. There are plenty of baked goods throughout the market to eat on the
spot or take home for dessert.

Gardeners relish getting advice from the master gardeners’ booth, manned by experts from the

https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/Voter/Index
https://www.pexels.com/@element5?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/crop-person-putting-envelope-in-mailbox-on-street-1550335/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.ci.northville.mi.us/news/what_s_new/community_update_from_mayor_turnbull


MSU Extension. They are there to answer questions and provide information about growing
plants, trees and flowers. 

There are 50 vendors – full-season and weeklies – that are well spread out to allow plenty of
room to circulate. The CDC states that being outdoors and having fresh air helps reduce the risk
of catching COVID-19 but people still need to be careful. 

For those who want a nice memento of their visit, step inside the butterfly wings painted on the
back of the storage building.

Photo by Liz Cezat.                                            

Things to do











Doing Business

Receive texts regarding safety issues through NixleReceive texts regarding safety issues through Nixle

Notification of serious traffic accidents, severe weather conditions, downed live wires and other
safety issues are being communicated by the city’s Nixle service. To receive text alerts to a
mobile phone, sign up at Nixle.com. Nixle posts also appear on the city's social media platforms.

Secretary of State offices provide licenses and other services   Secretary of State offices provide licenses and other services    
                                        
Whether you need to update your drivers license, apply for a Michigan ID, or purchase a license
plate for a motorized vehicle, you will find all these services and more at your local Secretary of
State Office. For those who prefer not to go to an office, many transactions can be completed
from home by mail or using online services.

Around Town

Need to charge your electric vehicle?  Need to charge your electric vehicle?                                                               
There are 10 EV chargers located in Downtown Northville. Four Level 2 charging stations are
located at the lower level of the Cady Street parking deck, two are at the Northville Square
parking lot near the parking deck ramp, and two are at the surface parking lot at N. Wing and W.
Main. They operate as part of a contract between the Downtown Development Authority (DDA)

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nixle.com%2f&c=E,1,PrUN50eQWw7-TqaIg7nfplXJTkIUZ0jJ6j7CqpgF13BYLPjmum4s2YyK4xxvcLnTIFvTdg58waz1Vb_dWFfTNBA-sEUqydmPGp-2AZEKaik8mj4,&typo=1
https://www.michigan.gov/sos


and Red E Charging, LLC, of Detroit. Signs state the EV spaces are for active charging only with
a three-hour maximum; non-EVs are not permitted to park there.

Walk your wheels in the social districtWalk your wheels in the social district

For the safety of pedestrians, restaurant patrons and servers, and others, please do not ride your
bike or skateboard in the social district. It’s much safer to walk your wheels. The district
encompasses N. Center from Main to Dunlap and E. Main from Center to Hutton, with common
areas including sidewalks, roadways, Town Square, and Old Church Square. 

Seniors and persons with disabilities ride at low rates on SMARTSeniors and persons with disabilities ride at low rates on SMART
buses   buses   
Northville residents who are 60 years and older as well as residents of any age with a
documented disability can arrange for bus transportation to and from medical appointments, the
grocery store and other non-medical destinations. This pickup service is available Monday
through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The service area for medical appointments is an 8-mile
radius from the Northville Community Center, and a 4-mile radius for other trips.

Fares are charged as one-way trips, ranging from $1 to $4 each way, depending on the type of
trip and destination. Reservations must be made at least two business days in advance by calling
the transportation coordinator at 248-449-9934 from 9 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Punch cards are
available in $20, $30 and $40 increments, purchased in advance. 
 
This service is provided through the Northville Senior Transportation Program, under the Parks
and Recreation Department, with funding support from SMART, Trinity Health Care System,
Ascension Health Care System, The Senior Alliance, Northville Township and the City of
Northville. 

At Home

Don’t flush wipes Don’t flush wipes                                                                                          
Remember to put personal wipes and baby wipes in the trash, do not flush them down the toilet
even if the package says they are flushable. While wipes may be branded as "flushable," they
create problems in the sewer lines due to the vast quantity being flushed. Plus, the wipes can
become entangled in sewer parts and bind together with other wipes and any grease that’s in the
sewer. Fats as well as wipes should be thrown away not flushed away. 

Safely dispose of expired or unused medicinal drugs   Safely dispose of expired or unused medicinal drugs                              
If you need to dispose of unused, unwanted or expired medications, take them to the permanent,
secure drop box located inside the lobby at the Northville Township Police Department, 41600
Six Mile Road. Proper disposal of medications helps prevent potential misuse by people who
may be tempted to take drugs without a prescription or steal them for street sale. It also helps
protect the environment by keeping drugs out of our rivers, streams, lakes and landfills. Pets and
wildlife can also be adversely impacted by ingesting human medicine that’s not disposed of
properly. Pharmacists are not allowed to take drugs back once they are dispensed. Drugs can be
dropped off 24/7 and no paperwork is required.

Secure box gives access to your home duringSecure box gives access to your home during
emergencies   emergencies                        



For older and disabled people who live alone or are frequently alone in their homes, there are
times when you just can’t answer the door in an emergency situation. A Knox Box can provide
ready access to your home by first responders in the event of a stroke, heart attack, drug
overdose, or other emergency. People of any age can also benefit from such a box in the event
of a fire – allowing firefighters to enter your home without breaking windows. 

The Knox Box is a small secure box installed near an entrance that contains a key to the home
and can only be unlocked by firefighters, EMS or police with a master key. 

The Fire Dept. will install the Knox Box at no charge, but there is a refundable $175 deposit,
which is returned when you move or no longer need the box. The homeowner places a house
key inside the box; if you change locks, make sure you also change the key inside the box.
Typically a Knox Box remains at a home for years.

To sign up for this program or learn more, please contact Chief Samhatt at 248-449-9920 or
by e-mail. For detailed information on Knox Box products, go to www.knoxbox.com.

Follow us on Facebook Follow us on Facebook (Northville City Hall, Michigan)(Northville City Hall, Michigan) and and
TwitterTwitter  @NorthvilleCity@NorthvilleCity

View these social media platforms to see stories, photos and videos of the
City's people, places and events. We'll let you know about City services, such
as trash pick-up, payment of taxes and utility bills, and roads under
construction. Plus, we want to hear from you. Share your photos and
comments; ask questions. If you "like" the Northville Facebook page, you'll see
our posts in your news feed.

Add your name to the City News mailing list
To receive City News in your email, sign up below (if you are
viewing the e-mail version) or here.

If you have comments or requests for specific news items,
please e-mail Liz Cezat, communications manager,
at lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us.

City of Northville | 215 W. Main St. | Northville, MI 48167
248-349-1300| Website

Copyright © 2019. All Rights Reserved.

mailto:msamhatt@ci.northville.mi.us?subject=Inquiry from City News about lock box
mailto:msamhatt@ci.northville.mi.us?subject=Inquiry from City News about lock box
https://www.knoxbox.com/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://www.facebook.com/northvillecityhall/
https://twitter.com/NorthvilleCity
https://tinyurl.com/tld3opr
mailto:lcezat@ci.northville.mi.us
http://www.ci.northville.mi.us/

